
POLITICAL PARTIES IN 
AMERICA 



 Most Americans look favorably on the two-party 

system because it has dominated much of American 

politics from the very beginning. The Republican and 

Democratic parties have existed for more than 150 

years, and that history gives them a legitimacy that 

third parties do not have. The two-party system is also 

self-perpetuating. 



REPUBLICAN 
 
THIRD PARTIES 
 
DEMOCRATIC 



 Extra-Constitutional Bodies 

 Bi-Party System 

 Absence of Ideological Differences 

 Lack of rigid Party Discipline 

 Influence of pressure Groups 

 Weak national organization 

 Lack of primary membership 

 Traditional and Geographical Basis of political Parties 

 High Social Status of leaders 

 



 Party organization at the local level 

 Ward Committees 

 City Committees 

 Village Committees 

 County central Committees 

 National organization- 

 (i) National committee 

 (ii)National convention 

 (iii) Senate and the House of Representatives Campaign 

Committee 

 



 In the field of Elections 

 Establish relationship between Executive and Legislative 

 Establish relationship between the Union and the States 

 Criticism of the Administration 

 To provide link between the public and the Government 

 To raise issues 

 To run the administration 

 To soften class conflicts 

 To provide political education to the people 

 To mediated among Pressure Groups 



 There is no doubt that political parties provide 

dynamism to political system, however, they have also 

given the birth of the evils of ‘Spoils System’ and Log 

Rolling’ in America. In America, party Leaders, 

sometimes, become too selfish and narrow and they do 

not tolerate dissent. Senator Macarthy and his supporter 

considered every opponent a ‘Communist’. Moreover, 

there are no ideological differences among political 

parties, so it is  very difficult to make a distinction 

between them. 
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